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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: ) 

Shunpei YAMAZAKI et al. ) 

Serial No. 09/255,777 ) 

Filed: February 23, 1999 ) 

For: SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE AND ) 

METHOD FOR FORMING THE SAME ) 



Group Art Unit: 2812 
Examiner: Richard A. Booth 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this 'correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as First Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
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Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C; 20231 

Dear Sir: 



In response to the Examiner's non-final Office Action mailed January 9, 2002^ please 

' o 
consider the following remarks in connection with the above-identified application. ^ 

REMARKS 

At the outset, the, Examiner is thanked for the thorough review and consideration of the 
present application. 

The Examiner's non- final Office Action dated January 9, 2002 has been received and its 
contents carefully noted. Claims 12, 13, 15-19, 21-24, 26-43, 46-58, 60, 61, 65-71 and 75-84 are 
pending in the present application. 



The Claims are Patentable Over the Prior Art; 
The Examiner has not made a Prima Facie Case of Obviousness 

Claims 12, 13, 15, 17, 23, 24, 26, 28-31, 33-39, 41-43, 46, 48-58, 60, 61, 65, 67-71, 75 
and 77-84 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chang, U.S. Patent 
No. 5,064,775 (Chang), Wolf et al., "Silicon Processing for VLSI Era, Vol. 1: Process 
Technology," (Wolf), Zdebel, U.S. Patent No. 5,154,946 (Zdebel), and Yamazaki et al, U.S. 
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